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Message from Foster Grandparent Program
Welcome May!  As we all tapper down for the end

 of the school year, don't forget to Celebrate yourself.  
May is Older Americans Month, meaning take time to celebrate all

things you.  We all appreciate you greatly.
With the end of the school year this also means the regular school

year of service is also coming to a close.  For anyone wanting to work
the summer, either part or all, let Joni know so she can try to set that

up with a service location.  Not all locations will be open for the
summer, although we will still try to make it possible for you to serve

at one nearest your home.   Also, end of year Evaluations by your
teachers is due by May 8   th.

For all of our Moms and Grandmas in the program, we hope you all
have a lovely Mother’s Day on May 10 . th

CPR Class is mandatory for everyone – you are scheduled for either
May 11  or 12  and training will start at 10AM, please do not be late.

See page 4.

th th

In-Service is May 22 at 10am with Older Americans Month
Celebration to follow at 1:30pm.  

May 25  is Memorial Day, please take time to remember all our
military service members that died for our freedom and rights.

Thank you to our Veterans and family members.
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The last week of May also starts the official beginning of Summer.
Remember to drink water, take breaks, get some fresh air, and use
sunscreen.  Taking care of yourself is the best gift to others, like
families, the schools and children that count on your time and
knowledge, and the people around you.  Let's have a great last

month of school and bring those kiddos to the finish line.  It is going
to be a busy Month, thank you in advance for all you do for FGP, the

Schools, and the Community.

Your FGP Team,
Marie, Joni & Estelle
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Nancy - 5/14/25

 May 1 - Annual Pinning Recognition Event
May 11 & 12 - Mandatory CPR Training

May 14 - Timesheets Due

May 22 - Mandatory In-Service Training
May 22 - Older Americans Month Celebration 

May 25 - Memorial Day, Office Closed

May 26- Timesheets Due
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Volunteer Badge Policy
It is standard operating procedure of the Department of Senior Affairs that all

volunteers shall wear a DSA-approved identification badge while on City of
Albuquerque Property. ID badges must be worn on the outermost layer of clothing

above the waist at all times while volunteering.

                                  Sylvia was honored as Feb 2026 volunteer of the month, and FGP is honored to 
                                  have her serving as a Foster Grandma.  She was drawn to FGP by mistake as she 

                                was working giving out lunches for the city of Albuquerque and a lady stopped
to ask for directions to Barelas Senior Center and then proceeded to tell her she was going

there to apply for the Foster Grandparent Program. She told her e a little bit about what she
was applying for and it sounded interesting.  After she got off work that day, she went and

picked up an application, filled it out and the rest is history.  “I got interviewed, went to
orientation and here I am 7 years later.”   Sylvia was born and raised right here in Albuquerque

New Mexico, never lived elsewhere.  The farthest she has traveled to is San Diego and Las Vegas
Nevada.  She has three brothers and two sisters (one brother & one sister have passed). 

Sylvia’s husband Joe was also in FGP and passed a year ago.  Joe and Sylvia both worked for the
City of ABQ before retiring.  Her hobbies include gardening, reading, walking, camping, and

traveling.   She has one son, one daughter, six grandsons and one granddaughter. One grandson
and one granddaughter attend the school that she serves at, Eugene Field.  Thank you Sylvia!



DSA Membership Card
Please have your senior center membership card ready anytime you come into a city
facility.  They will start scanning the card each time you come into the facility.  This will

include when coming to Barelas Senior Center for a meeting, In-Service, Etc.  Please stop at
the front desk & scan in before coming back to the training or offices.  

Elva Louissena
May 29  th

Rose Mary Chavez
May 30  th

Shelagh Pike
May 9  th

Arturo Purcella
May 17  th

Martha Diaz
May 22  nd

Howard Hirsch
Advisory Council

May 16  th
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Mandatory CPR
Training

May 11 & May 12 at 10:00am
Barelas Senior Center

May 11, 2026
Attendance
Brenda Batt
Nancy Blank

Rose Mary Chavez
Barbie Garcia

Christine Gonzales
Carol Kennedy

Cora Lopez
Elva Loouissena

Janis Lowder
Sylvia Lucero
Sandra Perea
Carl Roybal

Orlando Sanchez
Jon Sundell
Rupe Tafoya

May 12, 2026
Attendance

Linda Alvarado
David Cavalier

Martha Diaz
Jeanette Gurule

Sandra Hernandez
Patricia Lakes
Tila Martinez
Scott Meyer
Shelagh Pike

Arturo Purcella
Juana Rodriguez
Cervando Tarin

Oriz Taylor
Josephine Urias
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